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‘After falling down a flight of stairs 
while intoxicated, a middle-aged man 
with a history of drug and alcohol 
dependence was brought into the ED.  
The team of nurses and physicians 
treating him determined that he 
needed surgery to repair some broken 
bones.  Typically homeless patients 
have no place to recover, but a new 
partnership between Scripps Mercy 
and Catholic Charities allowed our 
case managers to offer this man a 
chance to recover in a safe 
environment. As a result, he was able 
to make a fresh start. He has fully 
recovered from his injuries, has a job 
and is taking classes at San Diego 
City College. Programs like this one 
help us offer people a better choice 
when they need it the most.” 
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